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ACTION REQUIRED:

There is a rumor that Butte County may request the
Board of Supervisors to approve a motion to close
‘Amador Stations’ (contract with counties to provide
year-round protection).  Station 23 is an Amador
Station. This would a�ect Forest Ranch and Butte
Meadows.

This means that we would no longer have local Cal Fire available to respond to auto
accidents, medical call outs or fires in the ‘non fire season’.  So far this year Station 23
has received over 220 calls.

We still have Co. 24, our local volunteer fire station, however, most of the volunteers
are working and are often not able to respond. Co. 24 serves as a back-up to the paid Cal
Fire firefighters.

When a 911 call out is made, if we have to rely on Chico first responders, that will mean
at least 30 minutes and probably longer for most people.  This could be critical in a
medical situation or a tra�c accident.  After all, highway 32 is a major thoroughfare.
On December 8th, proposals are added to the agenda for the December 13th meeting.  It is
expected that Butte County Administration will be proposing that Station 23 be closed
during ‘non fire season’ due to budgetary needs.

What can you do? **

• Email our supervisor Doug Teeter* at DTeeter@ButteCounty.net
• call Doug Teeter at: (530) 762-2186
• Attend the Board of Supervisor Meeting December 13th

(9:00 am at 25 County Center Drive; Oroville)
• Register to speak: bcadmin.net/comments
• Make an eComment: bcadmin.net/comments

*Isn’t our supervisor supposed to look out for the best interests of our community?

**See page 7 for a complete description of how to participate in meetings.
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Dear Friends & Neighbors,

In November we were able to express our views

through the ballot box.  This month we have the

opportunity to have our voices heard on issues that

directly affect our community: the possible closure of

Cal Fire Station 23 on Platt Mountain and the cell

phone service (or lack of) in our area.  Hopefully many

of you will take the opportunity to let the Board of

Supervisors and the PUC (Public Utilities

Commission) know what you think regarding the

issues.

December is also the month where people are

encouraged to give and share, however, I would like to

acknowledge the folks who work year round to help

others.  Some of you clean up the highway, others help

others make their property fire safe, others provide

food or transportation to people in need as well as

other kind gestures too numerous to name.  This is

what makes an exceptional community.

Since we are no longer able to provide the Post to

every mailbox due to increased costs we have been

experiencing a significant reduction in our FRCA

membership.  As a result, we need to find other ways

to fund the Post, therefore we are raising the cost of

ads which have not been adjusted for at least 15 years.

So the cost of a business ad will be $12.00 per month

(still a great deal!) and per square inch will be $1.60

instead of $1.50.  Hopefully all of our advertisers will

stick with us.

We are now having 250 copies of the Post printed up

for those of you who like to read the ‘hard’ copy.

Please feel free to email us at the Post for any

comments, suggestions, etc.  On that note, it was

suggested that we print the Fire Safe Council

Certificate so people can show it to their insurance

company to obtain a better rate.  We were only able to

locate a 2021 certificate, so we are planning on

printing an updated one next month.

Have a safe and enjoyable holiday month!

Beth, Editor
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

December 2022
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1  Yoga 2 3 Christmas

Tree Lighting

4 Mtn Joy 5 6  Yoga

Crafts

7 FRWC 8  Yoga

Bake Sale &

Food Drive

9

Bake Sale &

Food Drive

10 Recycling

Wreath Making

(at school)

11 Mtn Joy 12 13  Yoga

Crafts

Lions

14 FRFSC

Food Commod.

Mobile Vet

15  Yoga

Giving Tree (last

day)

Bell Ringing

16

Salvation

Army Bell

Ringing

17 Santa at

Center

18 Mtn Joy 19 20 Yoga

Crafts

21  FRCA

Gen. Mtg

22 Yoga 23 Christmas

Play at Center

24

Christmas

Eve

25 Mtn Joy

CHRISTMAS

26 27 Yoga

Lions

28 29 Yoga 30 31 New Years

Eve

Yoga Classes are presently being offered through Zoom on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am in person on Tuesday mornings at

9:15 and  Thursday mornings at 8:30 am & 9:30 am.   If you are interested please contact Lisa Weber at lisa.weber@yahoo.com

or 591-5917.  Each class costs $10.00. (You only pay for classes you attend.)

Sewing & Crafting: Tuesdays from 1:00 to 4:00 pm; contact Dona LaFranchi at: (530)  895-8847 or ddlaf@sbcglobal.net

Food Commodities: Usually the 2nd Wednesday of each month;  Food can be picked up at Mtn Joy Fellowship Church: 15522

Nopel Ave; from 11:00 am to noon.

December 10th is Recycle Day Please remember to sort your recyclables by type: Plastic Bottles, Glass Bottles and

Aluminum Cans.  Make sure that each item has a CA -CRV on them and PLEASE REMOVE THE LIDS OFF ALL CONTAINERS.

All funds raised help support the Publishing of The Forest Ranch Post and with other community fundraising efforts

Mobile Vet: Family Mobile Veterinary Care comes every 3 weeks, 10:00 am till  noon next to Post Office

https://www.familymobilevet.com

mailto:lisa.weber@yahoo.com
mailto:ddlaf@sbcglobal.net
https://www.familymobilevet.com/
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YESTERYEAR… The Lucas Ranch in Big Chico Creek Canyon

By Andy Mark

Paul Lucas was an early settler along the Humboldt Wagon Road. He raised cattle on a ranch down in Big Chico Creek
Canyon, about 14 miles from Chico and located in today's Big Chico Creek Ecological Reserve. Paul supplied meat to
saw mills and mining camps.  In 1865, he married Ellen O'Callahan and the couple soon began to raise children, while
maintaining the stock and butchering business there.

Their brand, placed on the left hip, was "24." Although the brand was meant to show ownership, that wasn't always
respected by predators. In February of 1873, it was reported that a mountain lion killed a two-year old steer on the
ranch. There were likely many other raids on the herd also.

As the ranch prospered, Paul and Ellen were able to acquire additional land in the Butte
Meadows area as a summer range for the cattle that was raised in Big Chico Creek Canyon.

Paul Lucas died in April of 1880 and left Ellen to raise their six children by herself. The 1880
census listed the children as (age in parentheses): John (14), Charlie (12), Katie (9), George
(7), Paul (4), and Mary (1). It should be noted that later on, John was often referred to as
"Jack" and Mary was probably better known as "Mamie."

After her husband's death, Ellen Lucas continued raising cattle with the assistance of her
older children, especially John. She spent much of her time in the summer at the Butte
Meadows ranch and was known to enjoy trout fishing in Butte Creek.

Sometime around the middle of the 1890s, John took over the Fourteen-Mile House and ranch, located about a
half-mile northeast of the Ellen Lucas ranch.  He eventually moved to Chico and worked in the meat market business
for many years, while still running the stock raising business in the foothills.

In September of 1912, the news reported a humorous story about the family. Apparently, Charlie had been away for
about 15 years, spending time in Mexico and Arizona, when he decided to return home for a visit. The family knew he
planned the visit, but didn't know when it would be. Thinking that his appearance had probably changed a bit over
time, Charlie wanted to see if his mother and brothers would immediately recognize him. So, he first made five trips to
John Lucas' meat market, in Chico, pretending to be running errands, and was never recognized by his older brother.
Then Charlie decided it was time to go to the ranch in the canyon. There he pretended to show some interest in leasing
some land, and managed to strike some kind of deal. After the brother at the ranch, who still didn’t recognize him,
invited him into the house to meet the mom, Ellen conversed with the “stranger” for a while before she finally caught a
glimpse of his profile, realized who he was and cried out "It's Charlie!" A happy family reunion ensued.

Ellen Lucas died at her Big Chico Creek
Canyon home in June of 1921.

Figure 1: Ellen Lucas. From George
Mansfield's 1918 book titled History of Butte
County...

Figure 2: The headstone of the younger Paul Lucas can still be seen in a small graveyard at the
Big Chico Creek Ecological Reserve. Photo by author.
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WE NEED YOU ! ! !

CAL Trans has eliminated much of the invasive

Broom along the HWY in their defensible space

clearance. Next Spring it will be interesting to

see how the regrowth goes and what we will do about

it.

Dorr (530-894-5915) is researching the

purchase of a metal shed to be placed behind

the Community Center which will hold all the

tools used to eradicate ‘broom plants’ and the

Adopt-a-Highway clean-up materials.  Tools will

then be available on loan for use on private

property.   Half of the cost of the shed is

covered and another $900 is anticipated.

Donations to cover this cost are being sought.

If you would like to have an inspection of your

property to locate ‘Broom’ or advice on its

removal, please call   Dulcy Schroeder

(530-892-8726).  A property consultation can be

arranged.

The FireSafe Council next meets 12/14 at 6:30 PM.

Questions concerning BEEP will be discussed.

All are welcome.
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Event at the school: 15815 Cedar Crk Road

************************************
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FRUSTRATED WITH YOUR INTERNET?
AND/OR CELL SERVICE?

The PUC (Public Utilities Commission)
is holding hearings on Dec. 6th & 8th

You can submit your comments by going to this link:
https://www.cpuc.ca.gov/proceedings-and-rulemaking/cpuc-public-participation-hearings

OR…
‘Google’: PUC hearings

You should have received a letter in the mail with this information, but in case you didn’t
(or threw it away) if you can go online, this should work!

This will take you to the page which provides all the information about submitting a comment and
listening to the hearings.

https://www.cpuc.ca.gov/proceedings-and-rulemaking/cpuc-public-participation-hearings
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FOREST RANCH BUSINESS DIRECTORY

www.northvalleywatermanagement.com

https://www.wattenberglaw.com/

http://www.norhvalleywatermanagement.com
http://www.norhvalleywatermanagement.com
https://www.wattenberglaw.com/
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jmcranerealty.

We all have different opinions, the
problem starts when we feel our
opinion is worth more than anyone
else's opinion.

Anonymous

http://www.jimcranerealty.com
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